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Th. P.~.cnal R.dio Steering Sroup (PRSG) 1. an all-volunteer

not-for-~it co~por.tion ••t.bli~~ In 1980 by licen•••• In

the e.~~.l Mobil. Radio S~ic. (aMRS, FCC Part gsA) to provide

.-rvic.. to .nd to ..rv. a. an .dvocat. for the aMRS per.onal-u..

cOMMunity. Th. PRSG i. the continu.tion of the &MRS T••k Area of

the Congres.ionally-eh.rt.red FCC Per.on.l U•• R.dio Advi.ory

Co... ittee (PURAC, 1976-1978).

Th. PRSG ha. writt~ and di.tributed More than 300 public.tions

on aMRS licen.ing, t.chnology and op.rating practic... PRBa'.

MOre than 4000 aMRS repeat~., their .pon.cr., technical

tenth edi~ion, the @~!~~ ha. bec~ the ••••n~1.1 r.ference for

this cooper.tive, nonprofit COMMunic.tion. n.twork for lic.nsed
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privata individual.. PRBG al~ work. clo..ly with M.Jor land

MObile equipnler't Manuf.cturer. to di.....in.te in.tructional

Material. for r.dio purcha.-rs.

The PRBG track••11 &MRS application. af'd grant.. We provide

24-hour on-li~ acc••• to ~h. national lic.n.inl databa.. of over

30,000 .tation., in .upport of the FCC ~quireMent t47 C.F.R.

95.7(a)J that all .y.tem lic.n.... MU.t cooperate in ..l.ction

and u.e of the available &MRS cha",~l.. &MRS i. cur,..ently

.Mpert.nelnl .Mplo.lv. gro~h, with 1101"'. lic.n...pplication.

~lled in the la.t nine MOnth. than in the entirety of 1991 .I"d

1992 cOMbinIKI.

E~~_t!!Y~~_i~~.1i!1!a!l_~h!!_88Rr:28!:!.~.

E~_t:2!:_@!!BI_~!:~2!!.1_b!~~~·

Th. FCC Rul.. [47 CFR gs.SJ perMit only individu.l pe,..son. to

obtain a new lic.n.. in the e.....,...l Mobile Radio Se1"'Vic., or to

.ignificantly modify an eMi.tinl &MRS lie....... In the B.R2!:~_.~

~m: in PR Dock.t 87-26S (October 1988), the FCC Rule. gove,..ning

the eMRS Wllra modifilld to cl..rly ••tabli.h that this ••rvic. i.

i~.nd.d pri...rily for individu.l persons for th.ir personal al"d

f ...ily communic.tion.. "Th. &MRS i. not and .hould not become

the •oth.r' Bu.in••• Radio S.rvic•• II [Big at par.. 16. J
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WIt .ccept .nd concur with th. concept, •••t.tttd in th. NPRM

<pa..... 1), that SMRS ptI...lIOn.l 1 icen._••hould .h..... in th.
burd.n o~ th. FCC'. QQ.t.

"incu~ in carrying out it••n~o~nt activiti••,
policy .nd ...ul...king .ctiviti••, u••r in~or..tlon
_rvice., .nd int.r1'\&tional .ctiviti••• "

"th. imp1 .t.t io.... o~ "".gu1.tory ~_. wi 11 ~urth.r

tn. National P ~orm.nc. R.vi .... go.l. o~ ....inv.nting
8ov.r~nt by requi...ing be"'~ici.ri•• o~ ComMi••ion
_ ...vic•• to p.y ~o"" .ucn ••rvic••• "

Only individu.l per.o..... ar••ligibl. to obt.i..... li~_ in th.

GMRa. Th. 0 ....1y oth.... per.on••ligibl. to ope....t. und.r th.t

i .... the •••• hou.eh01d [47 CFR 98. 179<a)J. Th. SMRS i. t ...uly •

"!~!!!b ....dio _ ...vice."

chang•• in rul•••dopt.d in the Big in Dock.t 87-268. Tn.
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The ~al Mobil. Radio Sarvic. can be charact.rized a. being

cOMprised of a larg. n~.b.r of ••all antiti•• (individual. and

th.ir famili••). Ba••d on o~r .Ktan.iv. and continuing r.view of

application. for new aMRS licen••s, we have determined that mo.t

typical first-time purcha••r. of BMRS radio. today acq~ire only

'wo Or th~ radio., and that they intend to COMMunicat.

primarily ~we.n their own family meMb.r.. By compari.on, the

other Private Land Mobil. Radio (PLMR) S.rvic.. ar. typically

compri.ed of larg.r licen...., each typically with many multiple.

of ~rson. operating under .ach ~!nRl~ 11cen.. grant. (Thi. also

g.n.rally charact.riz•• the "grandfath.red" n2n=I!t!!:~~;!!l~! lic.n...

i'n the SMRS.)

Moraovet", the typical .ntiti_ in most of the_ othel'" PLMR

Servic•••Ki.t primarily for the purpo•• of g.n.rating or

.upportina ~.!:~!.! activiti... (EKaMpt.d by .tatute or

proposed for .KeMption und.r this NPRM are many of the .ntiti..

in th••• oth.r PLMR Service. which ar. D2~ engag.d in cOMmercial

~ivity, .uch a. local gov.rnment unit., public .afety agenci••,

...rg.ncy and ..dic.l-provid.... entiti.., and non-profit

~iti... Also .Kempted by .tatut. ar. individual lic.n•••• in

'he A.ateur Radio Barviee, under which COMMunications gefterating

or supporting the commercial activiti.s of third partie. ar. also

prohibited.)
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In .u~t.~ial c~ra.t, the f.m!!~ .xi.t. to provide

"u~uring, ~.lt.r, ~ucation, moral and religious training, and

.anctuary - actt~itl.. which caft h.rdly be ch.ract.rlz~ ••

"cOIIIMIIrcial." I nd.-d, many .ntiti•• which provide th.....m•

• oci.l 'function••• "f...ily ."'rrog.t.... 0'" "family .",ppltllnll"t ...

hap~ to b. tho•• which .r••~ific.l1y .x..pt.d by .tatut.

frOM th... ~ ",••r f ..., or Which hold non-profit .t.tu••nd a~

propo.-d for .x....ption from th••••am. f ••• <NPRM at p...... 14).

Howev...., und.... the proposal. Mad. in this NPRM, the fin.nci.l

bu...d~ to b. impo.~ on • R!r=!!S.~ ba.i. for .ntiti•• with

m.ny doz.n. 0 v.n h",nd~. of r.dio op....ator. <..ploy•••,

•••octat.s, p tners, M••b~., .tc. of the p... ima...y lie.n...) i.

id~ic.l to that (*7 p.r y.....) to b. impo••d on ~sh individu.l

lic.n... in the aMRS.

Th.t_~~n_h~~~~_~_~~~~~~~!~~_~~_~!na_~n_~Y!~~~!._~b~~!na

2!_~b!~_!i!Y!:!:l!!!!! ..

We ",.q",..t th.t the 'financi.l b",rd.n to be i.-po'" on &MAS

~.l licer..... bit ....chacttd from *7 pe... y to *1 p.... y ......

Thi. would add only .S to the co.t of a fiv.-y aMRS licen..

i ••ued to .n individual p.....on, not the *3S which the p...opo••d *7

per y••r f .. would .dd.

Th. COMmI••io~ ha. the .",thor-tty under the .tatut. to ...educe

'the 'fees 'for GMRS pe....onal licen••••, since the .pecific f_ for
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the BMRS Ca. a .ha~ed-use se~vice) a~e not on the .tatuto~y

.ch.dul. (NPRM at para. S3).

Mo~.ov.r, the COMMi••ion already di.tinguish.. between tho..

eMRS lie........ i ••u.d to !~!~!~Y.l_mt!:Bn.!h and tho......

liean.e. issued to non-pa~so"al .ntiti.s. Th.re~o~., littl.

additional iMpact on CONNi••ion processing o~ applications, to

distinguish those eligible fo~ a reduced (.l/y.a~) us.~ f •• from

tho•• Which would be subJected \0 the f .. cu~re"tIY p~oposad in

the NPRM C.e/yea~), would be expected.

fLM!Rrnn:_b!~!.DR_E!!.._~!!!~_!nc-!:tl•••

~b.!L~~!.m_2f_Yn!!~~_QR!!!:.1i.!2n·

Th••xplosive g~owth 0' aMRS i. due in larg. pa~t to the

publicity giv.n to the s.rvic. in raeent consume~ .lact~onic.

catalogs and oth.r conaumar-orl.ntad publications, to di~ect

_lll,.s to paracmtI idlm'tified a.....il-ordltr purchaSitr. of

par.onal-u.. and ~aNlly-ba.ad .lectronic equipment, and by sal••

through loeal consullt.r el.c:t~onics stor.s.

Thi. iY"ICrtias. in Slrowth has unfortunat.ly lad to increased

yo!!g.ns.d aMRB operations, d••pit••fforts by the PABB and by

some of the radio equipment Manufactu~.rs to .ncou~age propa~ FCC

I ieen.irlg_

If the cost of a BMRB licens. ware to double (which would b.

the nat .~~act of impo.ing the p~opos.d .3S us.r f .. on top of
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the cu~~t .3S application f ••>, the p~obl.m of unlic.n••d

operation would inevitabl~ becoMe war.e. The propo.-d .70

(total) f •••~ually approach.a the coat of a aingl. BMRB

tranacetve~. (SOMe recent direct-mail aolicttation. adverti..

aMRa handh.ld transceiv.r. for a little a••89.)

Ind..d, we beli.ve that the Commi••ion Might actually rat..

a. propo..a under thi. NPRM.

monitoring) i. much greater among.t p~operly l1cen..d .tationa.

We r.que.t that the Commi••ion reduce the regulatory f.. for

BMRS ~~D.! licens••• to Ju.t .1 p.r y.ar.

Corwin D.

Admini.trativ. Coordinator

P.raonal Radio St..ring Group, Inc.

April 7, 199~
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